Sustainability Programs for Staff
and Faculty

Kate Beck, Programs Director




WWU's Sustainability
Engagement Institute

« Western's Sustainability
Engagement Institute develops
educational opportunities and
systems-change for a more
sustainable, just future.

« We engage In initiatives that
create economic vitality,
promote well-being, protect
the environment, and uphold

social justice. SOCIAL
JUSTICE

SUSTAINABILITY
\ ENGAGEMENT

INSTITUTE
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* Western has a strong history in environmentalism.

* In the 2000s, Western started to move towards focusing on the four pillars of sustainability;
health and wellbeing, social equity and justice, economic vitality, and environmental protection.

* Western's sustainability efforts focus on all aspects of university life; leadership, academics, co- o -
curricular student support, and operations. o

e ustainability Engagement Institute is designed to support sustainability eff ' B
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SEl's Programs and Support for Staff and Faculty

Implementing and reporting on sustainability commitments
Sustainability Fellows for WWU faculty
Curriculum for the Bioregion for regional faculty

Sustainability, Equity, and Justice Fund

Viking Supported Agriculture Program

Sustainable Office Certification
« Communications about sustainability at Western and in the community



Implementing and reporting on
WWU's sustainability commitments

» SEl supports those responsible for implementing
commitments made in STARS and WWU's SAP. SElI
offers staff time, and connections to student projects

to support implementation.

e SEl reports on progress made towards WWU's STARS
and the SAP commitments through reports,
dashboards, class and team meeting presentations,
and social media.

Western Washington
University: STARS Silver

Overall Rating: Silver

Overall Score: 59.89

SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN



https://reports.aashe.org/institutions/western-washington-university-wa/report/2025-09-15/
https://sustain.wwu.edu/sustainability-action-plan

The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System
(STARS)

Western STARS 3.0 WA University WWU to WA average
Category Subcategory

score, 2025 Average difference
Curriculum 62% 58% 4%
Research 62% 74%
Campus
Engagement Engagement
Public Engagement | 70% 68%
Buildings & Grounds | 39% 51%
Energy & Climate 57% 48%
Food & Dining 58% 43%
Procurement &
WERE
Transportation 59% 46%
Coordination &
Planning
Planning & Investment 68% 54%
Administration Representation &
Access
Wellbeing & Work 41% 47%
Innovation and Leadership 100% 93%
total 59.89% 59%

Academics

48% 53%

Operations

26% 43%

77% 77%

54% 58%




Sustainability, Equity, and Justice Fund (SEJF)

Internal grant program focused on implementing sustainability-focused ideas on
campus.

Funded by student fees, designed to support student-centered initiatives.

Current WWU students, staff, and faculty members eligible to apply.

Examples of recent projects led by a collection of students, staff, and/or faculty:
o College of the Environment Gear Lending Library
o Generations of Pride
o Sustainable Listening Sound Mapping Project

https://sustain.wwu.edu/sejf

Sustainability, Equity,
& Justice Fund


https://sustain.wwu.edu/sejf
https://sustain.wwu.edu/sejf

Curriculum Support for Faculty

e Sustainability Fellows

o A cohort program offered to any WWU faculty
interested in incorporating sustainability into
their syllabi.

o Winter and spring quarter, includes a S500
stipend for completing the program.

* Curriculum for the Bioregion

o Learning communities and resources that bring
together faculty, staff, students, experts, and
community leaders throughout Washington,
British Columbia, Oregon, and Northern
California to strengthen place-based
sustainability education.

o https://sustain.wwu.edu/curriculum-bioregion




Viking Support Agriculture

* WWU's Community Supported
Agriculture program, connecting
students, staff, and faculty with
Whatcom/Skagit County produce and
producers.

* Receive a box of local, fresh, sustainably
sourced food directly from farmers.

* https://sustain.wwu.edu/vsa
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https://sustain.wwu.edu/vsa
https://sustain.wwu.edu/vsa

Sustainable Office Certification

» A certification process open to all offices, departments, organizations, and
colleges on WWU's campus.

* A way for entities to contribute directly to the sustainability goals outlined in
WWU's Strategic Plan, Sustainability Action Plan, and STARS commitments.

 https://sustain.wwu.edu/sustainable-office-certification-soc#Application




Communications about
sustainability at WWU and in
CANIBUSE

the community - ’
SIS IINABIL Y .
WWAU’s Sustainability Newsletter WALKﬁNG T@UR ,

WWU Sustainability Instagram e " (EARTHDA)

Earth Week events

« Campus Sustainability Walking Tour, April S L
22nd at 2pm — . XD
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https://wwu.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a2ba0a43538b808e13ab223be&id=9800b4bdfd
https://wwu.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a2ba0a43538b808e13ab223be&id=9800b4bdfd
https://www.instagram.com/wwusustain/
https://www.instagram.com/wwusustain/
https://sustain.wwu.edu/earth-week-2026
https://sustain.wwu.edu/earth-week-2026
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SEI |S here to Support you If you have sustainability ideas, Sty
concerns, celebrations, or if you have a
SO " sustainability commitment you're e -
In InCOI’pOI’atlng working towards and want support on, .
: 1Y please let us know! Contact us at L
sustainability into your R e et o

Work' https://sustain.wwu.edu



mailto:sustain@wwu.edu
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